
Fellowship Baptist Church, July 17, 2016 P.M. 
Message: “In the Midst of the Storm”—John 6:16-21 
 
INTRODUCTION: Jesus stills two storm:  the first time Jesus is with the disciples (Matt. 8:23-27; 
Mark 4:36-41, Luke 8:22-25); the second time Jesus comes to them walking on the water (John 
6:15-21; Matt. 14:22-36; Mark 6:45-56).  Both times test the faith of the disciples.  Matthew 
and Mark both give more details than John on the second storm.  Matthew is the only gospel 
writer who tells of Peter walking on the water.  The two crossings were separated by about a 
year.  In both cases they were going to the land of Gennesaret (Gadara).  
 
I.  The details of the crossing. 
 A.  It was following the feeding of the 5,000. 
  1.  Jesus sent the disciples across the sea while he sent the multitudes away 

—Matt. 14:22-23 
  2.  The multitude was going to force Jesus to be King —John 6:15;   
  3.  Jesus sent the multitude away and then prayed alone.  

              (Our Lord saw the need for private prayer!) 
 B.  The storm was in the will of God—Matt. 14:22 
  1.  The disciples were obeying the Lord. 
  2.  Storms are a part of life. 
 C.  They were about 3 and 1/2 miles from shore. (25-30 furlongs; 1 furlong is 582 ft.) 
  1.  They see Jesus walking on the water. 
  2.  They were afraid—v. 19 
 D.  Jesus calms their fears—v. 20-21 
  1.  Jesus tells them not to be afraid. 
  2.  They receive Jesus into the boat. 
  3.  They arrive at their destination. 
 
II.  Lessons we can learn from this incident. 
 A.  Storms are a part of the Christian life—Matt. 14:22 
 B.  Jesus knows all about our struggles—Mark 6:48 
 C.  We need to keep our eyes on Jesus in times of trouble 

—Matt. 14:30 (Isa. 26:3-4; Phil. 4:6-7) 
 D.  We need to learn from past experiences—Mark 6:52 
 E.  Those who trust in Jesus will reach their desired haven—John 6:21; 
 
Conclusion:  Jesus cares about His people. 
 


